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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“Speak, Lord, for Thy Servant is Listening”        

 
The Season of Advent is now upon us. In many respects it is the most glorious time of the year not 
just because of the merriment and cheer during this Holiday season, but most importantly because it 
is, and should be, a time of great expectancy and hope! In fact, the word Advent means “Coming”. 
Beginning four Sundays before Christmas the people at GCC celebrate this wonderful season with 
the traditional lighting of the Advent candles. Each candle directs us towards the birth of the Christ 
Child. The sanctuary will be beautifully adorned with wreaths and garlands. And, of course, there will 
be the lovely Chrismon trees on in the Narthex and in Fellowship Hall. One cannot help but get in the 
spirit of Christmas when surrounded by such beautiful decorations!   
 
But if we’re not careful we can get “caught up” in the Christmas cheer and forget what the message 
of Christmas is all about. There’s the hassle of Christmas shopping, setting up the Christmas tree, 
getting down the Christmas ornaments, having family, friends, and neighbors over for festive 
occasions with punch and cookies. It’s so easy to get wrapped up with the “wrappings” that we forget 
to listen to that quiet, still voice of the Lord who is calling us to draw near to Him!   
 
I am reminded of the episode when Samuel, the last of the Judges and the first of the prophets, first 
heard the voice of God speaking to him. In 1 Samuel 3, beginning in verse 1, we read that it a rarity 
in those days for one to experience dreams and visions. It was a spiritual drought for the people of 
Israel. Samuel was a young lad under the mentorship of an aging and rather slothful priest by the 
name of Eli. Not once but twice God called out to Samuel. Both times he came to Eli saying, “Here I 
am.” And both times Eli was noticeably agitated for he said: “Return to your bed for I did not call you.” 
 
Finally, it dawned on Eli, (both his eyesight as well as his spiritual insight had dimmed), that it was the 
Lord who was calling young Samuel. So Eli instructed the young lad that if the Lord called out again, 
his response should be: “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant is listening” [1 Samuel 3:9, 10].   
 
During this Season of Advent it is all too easy to get distracted by the “trappings” of Christmas. So we 
must be careful not to forget the message of Christmas. Let’s make it a point this year to “stop,” and 
to “look” and most importantly, to “listen” to God’s Spirit speaking to our spirit. Merry Christmas to 
each and every one of you. May our Lord bless you and yours both now and in the coming New Year!           
 
Have a care, 
 
 
Pastor Cooper 
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Jesus Station 
 
CELEBRATE JESUS’ BIRTH by giving cards 
to fellow Grace Community Church members 
and friends. Bring your cards with the 
receiver’s name on the envelope to the Jesus 
Station in the Narthex beginning November 30, 
December 7 and 14. The cards will be sorted 
alphabetically, and you can check to see if 
there is one for you on the following Sundays 
(December 7, 14 and 21). It is voluntary and 
the Deacons will make certain cards will be 
distributed to those not able to pick them up at 
Church. There will also be a Donation jar to 
give to our Missionaries and/ or Grace 
Community Church. May this gifting be 
blessed. Let us share the joy of our Savior’s 
birth. 
 
Deacon, Linda Schooley 
 

Volunteers Needed 
The opportunity to tutor this year is back in 
business. I am Ginny Walls and would be 
happy to give you more info and show you 
where the places are. We are part of the local 
outreach for our mission group. 
 
One is Dysart Community Center in El Mirage.  
They offer ESL English classes one on one, 
Citizenship Classes, and GED. In the summer, 
they provide day camp for children while 
parents work.  
 
Another is the EL Mirage Senior Center that 
teaches ESL groups. On Tuesdays we help 
tutor students that attend a Hispanic Church in 
Surprise from 4:30-5:30. Its name is Pan de 
Vida-Bread of Life. Also, some of us spend 
some mornings in Phoenix at the Changing 
Lives Center for Moms and Children.   
 
There is also a Men’s shelter in a different 
location. Nadaburg School also desires tutors.  
It takes in the students between Surprise and 
Sun City West and west to Wickenburg. For 
info call me at 623-544-2547 
  
Thank you! 
Ginny Walls 

Women’s Ministry 
 
Can you believe that it will be 2015 before we 
know it? We at Women's Ministry want you to 
be sure and mark your calendars for our first 
Luncheon/Program of the New Year.   
 
We have a marvelous musical duo, Maddy 
Paschal and Ron Butler who will be performing 
for us on Thursday, January 15 and we will be 
back to our regular time of 11:30a.m. This 
wonderful musical team comes highly 
recommended not only for their musical talent, 
but also for God's Message which they will be 
sharing. 
 
Please invite your friends to join you for this 
most unique presentation. The cost is $12.00 
and please watch for the sign-up sheet in the 
Resource Center. 
 
December Birthdays 
12/06  Carol Cornwell 
12/07  Dick Sleeman 
12/08  Jerry Rowe 
12/09  Jo Ann Smith 
12/10  Marilyn Scott 
12/10  Barbara Wilson 
12/11  Howard Kast 
12/12  Joy Wood 
12/13  Nelsine Ellsworth 
12/16  Gary Hall 
12/16  Dick Rogeness 

12/19  Bob Thompson 
12/20  Katharine Dementis 
12/21  Linda Schooley 
12/22   Doris Davis 
12/27  Andy Kavanas 
12/27  Audrey Robinson 
12/31  Nancy Gossard 
Happy Birthday! 
 
December Anniversaries 
12/18  Ken & Lori Fawcett 
12/24  Smokey & Patti French 
12/24  Ed & Shirley Knox 
12/25  Lewis & Carol Cornwell 
12/27  Harvey & Vicki Johnson 
12/28  Bill & Kathy Walker 
12/29  Don & Elaine McIlheron 
Happy Anniversary! 
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Thank You 
I would like to say a special "Thank You" to the 
members of Grace Community church who 
took the time to write me a get well card after 
my car accident which happened on July 31st. 
I've been very blessed to have a mother who 
could drive down here to Texas to help me 
through this very tough ordeal.  

I broke my neck, 7 ribs, and the lower part of 
my back. I am well on my way to recovery but 
as of today, Thursday October 2, it has been 9 
weeks and I still have 3 weeks before my 
Doctor appointment and x-ray to see if I can 
finally get this neck brace off and get my life 
back to normal.  

I know my dear mother is ready to get back 
home to her friends, her church & also back to 
her home. I can never thank her enough for all 
her help. You have a very special member in 
her!! My mother is Harriette Bjork!! 

It is rare anyone sends cards anymore yet they 
do touch the heart of the one going through the 
hard time. It meant a lot to me to receive the 
cards and I want you all who did take the time 
to send them to me to know that.  
        God Bless 
Bonnie Bjork-Hiland 
1014 Cypress Cove Rd, unit B 
Spring Branch, TX 78070 

End of the year Information 
 

As December is upon us please turn in any 
receipts that you may have for any purchases 
you have made so we can get them in the 
2014 expenses. Once January starts we will be 
into next year’s budget items and we would like 
to keep them separate.  Thank you. 
 
Tim Evans 
 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
 
The plants need to be ordered early. The cost 
is $8.50 per plant. You may take yours home 
after the Christmas Eve Service. Cut-off date 
to sign-up is Dec. 14. Please see the sign-up 
sheet in the Resource Center. 
 

 

If you look for Me at Christmas  
 

You won’t need a special star – 
I’m no longer there in Bethlehem, 

I’m right there where you are. 
You may not be aware of Me 

Amid the celebrations – 
You’ll have to look beyond the stores 

And all the decorations. 
But if you take a moment 

From your list of things to do 
And listen to your heart, you’ll find 

I’m waiting there for you. 
You’re the one I want to be with, 
You’re the reason that I came, 

And you’ll find Me in the stillness 
As I’m whispering your name. 

 
Love, Jesus 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
 
12/21/14 (Sunday) Annual Congregational 
Meeting following our worship service 
 
12/24/14 (Wednesday) Traditional Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service – time 5:00 PM 
 
01/31/15 (Saturday) Annual Dryheat Concert 
open to the public – time 7 PM 
 
03/07/15 (Saturday) Annual Women’s Tea 
1:00 PM 
 
 
Have you felt the joy of the shepherds? 

Who were first to behold the sight 
Of that holy child of Mary 

On that wonderful Christmas night? 
Brill 

 
A wonder filled life is yours when you 

know the Christ of Christmas 
 

Taken from our Daily Bread 
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8:00 am - Men’s 
Breakfast at 

Denny’s 

8:30 am 
Bible Study 

9:45 am 
Prayer Service 

8:30 am 
Bible Study 

9:45 am 
Prayer Service 

10:00 am - Finance 
1:00 pm - Session 

Meeting 

8:30 am 
Bible Study 

9:45 am 
Prayer Service 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Bible study 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Bible study 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Bible study 

8:00 am - Men’s 
Bible study 

8:45 am 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Worship 

8:45 am 
Bible Study 

10:00 am 
Worship 

10:00 am 
Worship 

Congregational 
Meeting 

10:00 am 
Worship 

9:00 am - 
Deacons 

5:00 pm 
Christmas Eve 

Candlelight 
Service 

10:00 pm 
Women’s 
Ministry 

Luncheon 

2:00 pm 
New Beginnings 

Christmas 
Dinner at 

Della Berg’s home 
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